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Parents as Partners 

In This Issue The first day of school can 

be a nerve-filled day for 

many children and their par-

ents. Alisa Hernandez-

Mandujano and her son Oliver 

were no exception. “I nearly 

fainted from worry on Oli-

ver’s first day of kindergar-

ten. I know ‘boys will be boys’ 

but Oliver exhibited disrup-

tive behaviors that were 

troublesome. I kept expect-

ing him to grow out of these 

behaviors and transform into 

a model student.  It never 

happened that way,” she said.  

“When we met his kinder 

teacher, Debbie Moczygem-

ba, I gave her a full write-up 

about Oliver.  He was strug-

gling academically. I was em-

barrassed and I felt I had 

failed as a parent. I told her 

Oliver was funny, sweet, and 

more observant than anyone 

she had ever known. I let her 

know I was willing to do 

whatever it took to help him. 

It is always darkest before 

the dawn!” Alisa said. 

Mrs. Moczygemba took eve-

rything to heart and put a 

team together to help Oliver 

at Howard. “I had always 

heard Howard was a magical 

place. Now I know why.” Alisa 

said. “Oliver’s father and I 

sought out behavioral doc-

tors, speech therapy and 

occupational therapy on our 

own to enhance his educa-

tional plan. At school, Oliver 

received resource, reading 

support and speech therapy. 

After Alamo Heights and his 

doctor finished evaluating 

Oliver, we determined that he 

was on the autism spectrum 

and had ADHD,” she said.  

Although Oliver had a great 

team helping him, his parents 

were not sure what to do 

next. So much information 

was coming to them, but it 

was like a foreign language. 

Fortunately Oliver progressed 

quickly in reading and writing. 

“The first time he read to me, 

I cried. I had given up hope 

that Oliver would learn to 

read. Kindergarten was not 

perfect. We had lots of ups 

and downs, but the ups were a 

million times higher than any 

setbacks. I will forever be 

grateful to Debbie 

Moczygemba for being Oli-

ver’s first champion in the 

district,” reflected Alisa. 

Oliver was not ready to leave 

the comforts of Howard to 

transition to a new school. He 

was very sad during the sum-

mer whenever the subject 

came up. “We were blessed to 

have Patty Matthews as his 

first grade teacher at 

Woodridge and again we saw 

him blossom over the school 

year. He had great behavioral 

help and his speech 

pathologist, Ms. Kim, was very 

hands on and helpful. Oliver 

struggled with academics and 

social interactions. He liked play-

ing with other children, but he 

could not quite understand how 

to make friends. As a mom it was 

terribly hard to watch Oliver cry 

over not having many friends, but 

thankfully his social skills start-

ed to improve. During first 

grade, Oliver had his first play-

dates and even made a best 

friend! It was an important and 

monumental milestone,” according 

to Alisa. 

“Unfortunately, Oliver was called 

‘retarded’ one day. That was a 

very tough conversation. As his 

mother I know it will be the first 

of many discussions. Children are 

children. Ours isn’t perfect. As 

Oliver’s parents we just were not 

ready to go down this road in 

first grade.” she said. 

This was also the year they 

reached out more as parents. 

“With the help of Parent Liaison, 

Tracy Maxwell, we started at-

tending more district functions 

such as Parents as Partners 

(PAP) meetings. Oliver loved go-

ing with us to meetings because 

childcare included pizza. Speak-

ing with other parents of chil-

dren who have special needs gave 

us hope. These parents had ‘been 

there, done that.’ The parent 

support luncheons were nice be-

cause perfection was not re-

quired. I could discuss my strug-

gles as a working mom and get 

tips on things to do.  
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Alisa’s favorite event was Mrs. Duffy’s surprise retirement dinner. Mrs. Duffy said “We should appre-

ciate differences because life would be boring without them. Your kids gave me much more than I have 

ever given them.” “Oliver was so lucky to have gotten the chance to learn from Mrs. Duffy. What a 

gift!” exclaimed Alisa.  

Over the summer, Oliver experienced the Alamo Heights Pool for the first time. He loved it! The joy of seeing him approaching 

other children and trying to make a connection was priceless. He also had a bowling birthday party with lots of his cousins, and 

friends from summer care, his neighborhood and Woodridge. Oliver won first place in the bowling match. He was so proud. 

“These are the moments parents live for. I could not have imagined this two years ago,” Alisa said beaming. 

This year Oliver is in 2nd grade. During “Meet the Teacher”, Oliver had so many kids and staff welcoming him back with high 

fives and lots of hugs. Mom may have been nervous on the first day but Oliver was excited and ready to see everyone. He had 

no fear about being in a new school because Woodridge is home. He liked his second grade teacher, Mrs. Pierce right away and 

did not require his usual amount of time to warm up. When his case manager, Amber Brown, mentioned Legos during the second 

week she quickly won him over. 

Alisa has learned that her role as Oliver’s advocate is her number one job. She and her husband have also decided to look into 

social interaction therapy, a group therapy session where similarly diagnosed children work on social skills. “Insurance has got-

ten harder to deal with as Oliver’s speech and occupational therapies were cut. This is a battle we endure one phone call or 

doctor’s appointment at a time,” she shared.  

“The main difference today is that we are no longer alone. I am in communication with my Parent Liaison, Tracy Maxwell, often. 

She suggested that Oliver might benefit from meeting children in some of the local autism groups. My goal is to attend one 

meet-up a month. Because of all the services and support, we have made the decision to stay in the district. Alamo Heights 

ISD has so much to offer special needs families. I only hope other families use the resources available,” according to Alisa. 

Oliver is more than just a child who receives special education services, therapy sessions and doctors appointments. He is a 

typical eight year old kid in lots of ways. He loves classic cars, Legos, playing outside, The San Antonio Spurs and Tony Parker.  

He also loves his extended family very much. Alisa’s parents live in Goliad. Oliver frequently mentions his grandparents “Moey” 

and “Poey”; they “hung the moon” for him. Alisa and her family know they have a long road ahead, but they are taking it one day 

at a time. 

 

 

 
Oliver’s Story continued from p.1  

Parents as Partners 

“Disability is a matter of perception. 

If you can do just one thing well, 

you're needed by someone.”  

- Martina Navratilova - 

Oliver 
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New Bilingual PPCD Class Opens at Howard 

Parents as Partners 

Diana Roman is teaching the new PPCD (Preschool Program for Children with Disabili-

ties) class at Howard ECC. This class is a bilingual pre-kindergarten class comprised of 

children with and without disabilities. This new inclusion class was designed for a wide 

variety of students who qualify for AHISD Pre-Kindergarten, as well as children ages 

three and four who qualify for special education services. Diana, who previously taught PPCD, has taken on the 

role of educating students whose primary language is Spanish. 

 

Diana teaches the Texas Pre-Kindergarten Guidelines, supporting all of the students in this class, including students with disa-

bilities who use modifications and accommodations.  

 

Kris Holliday, Director of Special Education for Alamo Heights adds “Starting this program allows students to strengthen 

their native language while learning new skills. It is a win-win for the students. This year we found that our population in PPCD 

included several Spanish speaking students. In the past these students were included in an English classroom at age three, 

then moved to a bilingual pre-K setting at age four.  All the research shows that you should strengthen the native language 

first to make the acquisition of a second language easier.” 

Work-based learning provides authentic vocational experiences at community partner busi-

nesses for students with special needs. The students participate in vocational exploration, work skills assessment, and 

training. Training occurs in a partner business, under the general supervision of public school personnel.  

 

At Alamo Heights High School, the students in Mrs. Guerrero’s class have been busy learning about entry-level skills 

in the food service industry. Some students are learning vocational skills at Stone Werks restaurant in Lincoln 

Heights shopping center. The students are also working on their mobility, communication, and social skills by using the 

VIA bus when traveling to and from Stone Werks.  

 

The students at the ’09 Academy are also participating in work-based learning at many community venues. Each week, 

small groups of students contribute meaningfully to community organizations including the Christian Assistance Minis-

try, Animal Defense League, and The Park 09 Church. Soon the students will volunteer at the AHUMC pumpkin patch. 

 

The Connects Program students are developing the skills necessary for competitive employment. Business community 

partners include Astro Bowling Center, Walgreens, Las Palapas Restaurant, Alamo Heights Presbyterian Church Day 

School, and the University of Incarnate Word.  

   

At each level, the students are developing independence in their functional skills, as well as enhancing their communi-

cation, socialization, and behavior. The students in the ’09 Academy, and Connects program attended a Fall Dance 

sponsored by Eva’s Heroes on Sunday, September 21st. The students met new people and reconnected with friends 

including former students.  Everyone danced and had a great time! 

What’s New with Work-Based Learning? by Mary Hanlon-Hillis 
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Parents as Partners 

Back to School at Cambridge, Building Relationships  
by Tracy Maxwell 

In the past, many teachers spent the first week of school helping every student in the classroom feel included and connect-

ed to classmates and teachers. This year, it was an expectation for all Cambridge teachers. Before jumping into academics, 

teachers focused on fun activities that help students get to know each other better and explore learning styles. “The goal is 

to spend all of this time up front teaching positive behavior and helping students make meaningful social connections with 

their peers. This helps students make appropriate behavior choices as the school year progresses”, remarked Cambridge 

school counselor Lauren Boyher. 

 

In Amy Lagueux’s 3rd grade class, students participated in a scavenger hunt.  During the hunt, students had to approach 

their classmates, find something they had in common with each other and memorize their names. Throughout the week, Amy 

modeled how to give compliments, and encouraged students to write compliments down on brightly colored paper frogs or 

butterflies, to be hung around the classroom as a reminder of positive behavior. 

 

STAR -Stay safe, Take pride, Act responsibly, and Respect others is part of this campus-wide initiative. STAR encourages 

students or teachers to reward individuals or entire classrooms with golden key reward tickets. For example, a teacher no-

tices a class walking down the hallway quietly, so the class earns a ticket. Individuals get recognized on the announcements 

and sometimes the entire class receives a reward such as eating lunch in the new Cambridge Café. 

 

Many 3rd grade classrooms featured a ‘Gallery Walk’, where students spent time writing down their ideas for STAR expecta-

tions. Students collaborated by reading each other’s submissions and adding something that matters to them. These written 

examples of expectations are then posted on the walls as reminders of behavior guidelines. 

 

“Having a campus-wide focus on building relationships at the beginning of the school year validates its importance. The time 

spent on the front end improves learning and achievement for all Cambridge students,” remarked Amy. 

 

Megan Canales, 4th grade teacher, has facilitated team building in her classroom for over ten years. She emphasizes that 

the first week of school is crucial to creating a climate of trusting relationships in the classroom. She has incorporated re-

lationship building into her classroom for many years and is passionate about its benefits. “My students inspire me daily and 

truly make me a better person. I value each relationship cultivated within our team and truly feel privileged to be a small 

part of their academic careers.  A student who has left Team Canales as a child cloaked with confidence and compassion in 

all areas of their life is the measure of my success as a teacher,” Megan said. 

  

 

  

"Relationships are the foundation of every meaningful learning 

experience at Cambridge Elementary," believes principal Babb. 
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Special Olympics is moving along at full speed. The athletes are practicing for the Area 

bowling competition, which will be held the week of November 5th. Each Friday, the students practice their skills at Astro 

Bowling Center. Learning to bowl is a great recreation and leisure skill and helps students improve their language, socializa-

tion, and behavioral skills. In addition, Special Olympics can be a lifelong athletic opportunity. The students in the ’09 Acade-

my and Connects Program are networking with community teams this year! 

Parents as Partners 

Julia Yett, Speech-Language Pathologist at Cambridge Elementary, provides services for students who ex-

hibit difficulties in the areas of language, speech, voice, and fluency. She advocates for her students, and 

helps each unique student meet their educational goals. 

 

Julia became interested in teaching when she was a child; several of her family members have careers in special education. 

Specifically, her mother was a speech therapist for many years. 

 

Julia enjoys working with children in the public school setting. She collaborates with parents and teachers to provide the re-

sources and interventions students need. Julia encourages parents to consult with their teachers and administrators to find 

out what their children’s needs are and what resources are available to parents and students. “Communicate with your school 

and ask questions about anything you do not understand.” 

 

Originally from central California, Julia grew up on the central coast, in the small town of Atascadero. She completed her un-

dergraduate degree at San Diego State University and earned her masters in Speech-Language Pathology from Our Lady of 

the Lake University.  

 

Meet Julia Yett, Cambridge Speech Pathologist by Tracy Maxwell 

 

Update by Mary Hanlon-Hillis 

"We know that equality of individual ability has never existed and     

never will, but we do insist that equality of opportunity still must be 

sought."     -- Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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Parents as Partners 

Kelly Masters has worked in education for 20 years. She started her career at Cambridge as the campus behavior 
teacher, and she is very happy to be returning this year.  

 

Kelly has lived in San Antonio most of her life and graduated from Trinity University’s five year masters program. She lived by Canyon Lake for 
about 12 years and is happy to be back in San Antonio. Her husband, Bruce, grew up in Alamo Heights and also works in education. Their son 
Nick is in kindergarten at Howard ECC.  

 

Kelly always wanted to be a teacher; she loves kids. Her mom was a reading specialist. Kelly looked up to her and appreciated her amazing abil-
ity to teach struggling readers. A summer volunteer position along with her teaching internships at Trinity University sparked her interest in 
teaching special education. 

 

As the Behavior Specialist, Kelly supports students who need emotional and behavioral support. She teaches social skills during “lunch bunches”, 
meeting with small groups of students to practice their conversational skills.  Her behavior team provides in-class support to students, helping 
them become more successful in the general education setting.  

 

Kelly helps students build emotional skills, make friends, develop productive work habits, and feel good about themselves. She enjoys helping 
teachers find strategies and supports that allow all students to learn and grow in their classes.  

 

In order to help her students be successful, Kelly encourages parents to share the behavioral goals they have for their child, as well as what 
strategies work well at home. “Be honest about any struggles you have at home, so we can help.” 

 

Kelly is available to meet with parents during her conference time from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. Parents may contact her via email at kmas-
ters@ahisd.net or by phone (210) 822-3611.  

 

 

Cambridge Welcomes Kelly Masters, Behavior Support Teacher 

Cambridge Welcomes Pam Wanieck, Resource Teacher by Tracy Maxwell 

Pam Wanieck is a resource teacher at Cambridge Elementary where she spends most of her time co-teaching 

and case managing resource students in 3rd-5th grades. Some of her time is spent in general education class-

rooms where two teachers work together, adapting and modifying instruction for students. They make sure the entire class 

has access to the general education curriculum. It is a win-win for everyone. The other part of her Cambridge role is to work 

with very small groups of children who have a variety of disabilities, helping them make progress and be successful.  

 

Pam also supports students throughout the district with hearing impairments. She  checks their equipment, visits with teach-

ers regarding their progress, and teaches and encourages advocacy skills.  

 

Pam’s interest in teaching began when she observed a classroom of students with special needs during high school; she was 

hooked. She began teaching special education classes in 1979 at Sunshine Cottage School for Deaf Children. She continued to 

teach there for over 32 years. “Hearing technology grew significantly over the last three decades and has been an amazing 

experience. In the past hearing aids were bulky and came with lots of feedback. Now it is hard to tell when someone is wear-

ing one. Today’s devices are comfortable and have gone digital. They can adjust to an individual’s environment and store that 

information for repeated and similar situations in the future.” The FM systems used in classrooms today are wireless and sig-

nificantly decrease noise obstacles, the distance of teacher’s voices, and reverberation. “It is mind boggling and amazing!” 

remarked Pam.  Helping children with hearing impairments use technology successfully has kept Pam in this field for so long.  

 

Before ARD meetings, Pam advises parents to learn their rights and to find out what is available for their child, in order to be 

better prepared. “Don’t be afraid to speak up for your child; ask for assistance and advise when necessary,” Pam said. If par-

ents need to ask questions or communicate with Pam, they can email her at pwanieck@ahisd.net. 

mailto:kmasters@ahisd.net
mailto:kmasters@ahisd.net
mailto:pwanieck@ahisd.net
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In an effort to provide additional support 
to parents and children in the special 
education program, AHISD has two Par-
ent Liaisons; Tracy Maxwell and Natalie 
Russell. Katherine Joyce continues to 
write and edit for this newsletter which is 
published twice a year. 

 

Parent Liaisons assist parents and staff 
with communication, advocacy, support 
and resources.  These advocates bring a 
wealth of knowledge and experience to 
their position. They are parents of chil-
dren with special challenges and have 
been very involved in their educational 
experience.  

 

As Parent Liaisons they work with par-
ents to form support networks and ad-
dress concerns that pertain to special 
education students and families in the 
district. Both Tracy and Natalie regularly 
attend conferences on topics related to 
special education. 

 

Tracy is available to help any family in the 
district. She organizes and facilitates the  
parent support groups and the Parents as 
Partners meetings.  Tracy is on the plan-
ning committee for the TAPPestry Con-
ference,  an annual conference for par-
ents, teachers and paraprofessionals.   

 

Natalie has two children at Woodridge 
Elementary. She is a strong advocate for 
her children and an active participant in 
our special education support group 
meetings. She is very familiar with many 
of the local early childhood programs.  

 

Natalie is a great resource for all of our 
Howard families. She helps families when 
they first enter the school district.  She 
also hosts the Howard and the 1st grade-
3rd grade support group. 

 

With offices at the EDC, these women are 
frequently called to help with ongoing 
activities. They continue to create oppor-
tunities for parents to gather, get to 
know each other, and share. They wel-
come your ideas, questions, and con-
cerns. They have created a resource li-
brary for parents and staff that is housed 
at the EDC.   

 

Tracy and Natalie  invite you to become 
active participants in your children’s edu-
cational experience. Reach out to them if 
you need help with something or just 
need someone to listen.  They are par-
ents first and they are very knowledgea-
ble.  
 

To contact the Parent Liaisons please 
send an email to Tracy at  

tmaxwell@ahisd.net 

tmaxwell@ahisd.net, or  Natalie  at 
nrussell@ahisd.net 
  

PARENT 

LIAISON  CORNER by Tracy Maxwell  

Howard and 1st grade 

Dates: 11-5, 12-3, 1-7, 2-4, 3-4, 4-1, 5-6 

Time: 6:00 pm 
Place: Howard library  

NOTE:  Childcare provided with RSVP 

Woodridge, Cambridge, Junior School, High School and Connects 

Dates: 11/19, 12/17, 1/21, 2/18, 3/18, 4/15, 5/20 

Time: 11:45 am  
Place: Adelante on Brees 

Lunch the third Wednesday of the month.  Watch for emails and flyers. 

 

Parents As Partners Meetings 

Parents As Partners meetings feature a guest speaker 
on a variety of topics for families with children of all 
ages in special education.  Parents are surveyed for 
areas of interest.  Meetings are held at the Howard 
library the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm.  
Meetings this year will be held on the following 
dates:  11/11, 1/13, 2/10, 3/10, 4/7, and 5/12 

 

NOTE:  Child care is provided with RSVP to Tracy 
Maxwell.  Please email or phone:   

  tmaxwell@ahsid.net or 210-829-1535. 

Parents as Partners 

Parent Support Groups 

"The message I'll 

share...is that  

inclusion is  

extremely  

important for kids 

with and without        

disabilities."  

-- Clay Aiken 

Tracy, Katherine, Natalie 

mailto:tmaxwell@ahisd.net
mailto:nrussell@ahisd.net
mailto:nrussell@ahisd.net
mailto:tmaxwell@ahisd.net
210-829-1535
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Tiffany Bibby is one of the new special education co-teachers at the Junior School. Her job is to teach 6th, 7th, 

and 8th grade English, 7th grade Texas History, and a small group PE class with 6th and 7th graders. She has 

twelve years of teaching experience, eight of those years were in special education. 

Tiffany has always been interested in teaching and working with children. In elementary school, she volunteered a lot with stu-

dents with special needs. Very early on, while she was still in high school, she became interested in education and started con-

sidering it as a major. While in college at UTSA, she had a phenomenal professor who inspired her. “I’m extremely grateful for 

her guidance,” reflected Tiffany. During college, Tiffany fell in love with the idea of teaching children with special challenges. 

 

Tiffany absolutely loves working with children of all ages. She enjoys teaching students with various academic levels and 

strengths. “Being a co-teacher enables me to grow so much in my profession. Not only do I get to experience so many differ-

ent learning styles shown to me by my students, but I am able to work with different teachers daily and observe many effec-

tive teaching methods. I am truly blessed with the opportunity to learn and grow every single day.” 

 

Tiffany encourages parents to build strong relationships with their child’s case manager. She recommends that parents keep 

open lines of communication with all of their child’s teachers and counselors. Tiffany encourages parents to schedule time to 

ask questions, before their annual ARD meetings. Parents can contact Tiffany by email tbibby@ahisd.net. Her conference 

times are 2nd period (9:05am-9:50am) and 7th period (1:55pm-2:40pm), Monday through Friday. 

 

Tiffany is originally from the Rio Grande Valley and has lived in San Antonio off and on for the last 16 years. In her free time, 

she enjoys traveling to Austin to visit her nieces as often as she can, or visiting Florida to see the rest of her family.  

She coaches club volleyball for San Antonio Impact during the spring and the summer, and she coaches summer volleyball 

camps at the University of Texas in Austin. 

Bree Kulhanek is the new science co-teacher at the Junior School for all grades. She collaborates with each 

grade level science class to work with students with various special needs. Before joining the Junior School spe-

cial education team, she taught students with high-functioning autism for two years in Spring, Texas with Klein 

ISD. 

 

Bree has always enjoyed working with children, especially children with special needs. Throughout high school and college, she 

volunteered at different summer camps and in a hospital setting with children of varying ages and abilities. She graduated 

with a BS in Human Development and Family Sciences from the University of Texas in Austin, then worked in a clinical setting 

with children who have autism. She fell in love with the children and decided to work with students in a public school setting. 

She knew then that she wanted to get her alternative certification to become a special education teacher. 

  

Bree loves to watch her students grow throughout the year. She encourages them and enjoys watching them take pride in 

their accomplishments as they reach goals that they have set for themselves.  

 

Bree believes that parents know their children best and should maintain an open line of communication between home and 

school. She feels this benefits the students academically, socially and emotionally. “I think it is important for students to 

know both parents and teachers are on their side and are their biggest fans.  When students see that parents and teachers 

are working together to help them reach their goals, great things can happen.” Her conference hours are 1st period (8:15-9:00) 

and 5th period (12:15-1:00). Email is the best way to contact her, bkulhanek@ahisd.net. 

Parents as Partners 

Junior School Additions    

Meet Tiffany Bibby—English and Reading Co-Teacher by Tracy Maxwell 

Meet Bree Kulhanek, Science Co-Teacher by Tracy Maxwell 

mailto:tbibby@ahisd.net
mailto:bkulhanek@ahisd.net
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Parents as Partners 

Meet Maggie Welham-English Resource Teacher by Tracy Maxwell 

Maggie has worked in education for ten years. She became interested in teaching and coaching when she 

began coaching summer league softball. 

 

Maggie is a resource teacher for English and reading, for all grades. Her role is to monitor student progress 

and be responsible for their ARD paperwork.  In class she plans and implements lessons, inputs grades, manages behavior, and 

stays in contact with parents. 

 

Maggie loves helping students grow academically and watching their behaviors improve through out the year. She advises par-

ents to prepare for their ARDs by familiarizing themselves with their child’s grades and any information from teachers. Mag-

gie can be reached by email mwelham@ahisd.net and is available to meet with parents during 2nd period and 6th periods. 

 

Maggie grew up in San Antonio and graduated from the University of the Incarnate Word. She has two beautiful children, six 

and eight years old, attending Woodridge Elementary. During the summer Maggie enjoys hiking, kayaking, fishing, vacationing 

and taking her children to swim team. 

Joe Hazlewood is beginning his 32nd year of teaching. This year Joe joined the special education team at the 

Junior School. He is now one of the ACE teachers for special education, helping students with behavioral challenges meet 

their goals. Previously he taught World History and World Geography at the HS level, and Texas History to 7th graders.  

 

During Joe’s senior year in college he worked in a residential placement facility for kids as their summer activities coordina-

tor. This job sparked his interest in teaching special education courses. He went back to school and earned his education cer-

tification. 

 

As a case manager, Joe supports students and collaborates with teachers. He strives to be a helping hand as well as a good 

listener. Joe encourages parents to ask questions during their ARDS and to find a support system that works best for them 

and their unique situations. Joe is available to meet with parents during his conference periods from 9:55-10:40am and from 

1:55-2:40pm. Parents can reach him by email jhazlewood@ahisd.net or by telephone at school (210) 824-3231 ext 5821, or 

home (210) 736-6823.  Joe generously shared “If parents have questions or comments please don’t hesitate to call me at 

school or home.” 

 

Originally from Angleton, Texas, Joe has lived in San Antonio for 28 years. He went to Southwest Texas and Stephen F. Aus-

tin Universities for college. His wife is the Campus Coordinator at Eisenhower Middle School. His daughter graduated in 2009 

and his son graduated in 2012 from AHHS. His daughter is an elementary inclusion teacher in Lynchburg, VA and his son is in 

his junior year as a business marketing student at Randolph College in Lynchburg, VA. 

 

During the summer Joe is a manager at the Alamo Heights Pool. He enjoys riding his bicycle, working in his yard, and reading. 

He also enjoys collecting Hot Wheels, Diecast cars and Tin Wind Up toys. 

  

 

Joe Hazelwood, ACE Support Teacher by Tracy Maxwell 

mailto:mwelham@ahisd.net
mailto:jhazlewood@ahisd.net
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Parents as Partners 

 

 
 

With every new school year, changes take place.  One exciting new change taking place at both elementary schools this year 

is the implementation of PBIS, Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports. This program is making it’s way through schools 

across the nation.  The goal of PBIS is to create common language and behavior expectations for all students within the 

school.  At Woodridge, students and staff are focused on following the “Woodridge Way”, WE are safe, WE are Respect-

ful, and WE are Responsible. Classroom teachers, through a variety of lessons and activities, teach students behavior ex-

pectations.  Students learn specific expectations for their classrooms, the hallways, the cafeteria, and any other locations 

where activities take place during school.  Students are reinforced in different ways for making positive choices that reflect 

school-wide expectations.  Some of these reinforcers include warm fuzzies or craft pom-poms, character keys, golden tick-

ets, and class dojo points.  

 

There are five guiding principles involved in PBIS.   

 Define specific desired behaviors  

 Teach behaviors you want from both students and staff   

 Encourage behaviors you want from both staff and students 

 Correct student behaviors calmly, quickly, and positively 

 Supervise behaviors  

 

Parents can be great assets in helping teachers, students, and staff with the implementation of PBIS.  Amber recommends,  

“Ask your children what their expectations are. Discuss with their classroom teachers what is expected of the students 

within their classrooms and help reinforce these expectations at home. Having a dialogue with your children is a great way to 

help remind them of expectations. Together, we can help our students grow in a positive and successful learning environment. 

At Woodridge, we have the courage to follow the “Woodridge Way.” 

 

 

 
 

PBIS and the Woodridge Way   

by Amber Brown  
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Parents as Partners 

 

 
 

This year the Junior School is trying a new approach to improving student learning by implementing a program called 

“Homework Completion”. For the past two years teachers have been tracking student performance data.  After examining 

the data and talking with students and teachers, Junior School staff realized that many students were simply not getting 

their work turned in, in a timely matter.  This was a huge problem. As a result, the students’ ability to learn as well as their 

grades were suffering. 

 

This year, teachers are retraining their students for the real world. They want students to understand that deadlines mat-

ter. In every other facet of life there are high standards of accountability. Teachers feel that they must retrain students 

to turn in work when it is due. Students’ grade averages improve as they no longer have any zeros for assignments. Teach-

ers can provide timely feedback and have a better understanding of what each student knows or needs to work on. 

 

Simply, Homework Completion begins with a teacher assigning homework.  If a student does not turn in their work on time, 

then the teacher uses an online form to alert administration.  Further, the teacher signs the student’s agenda notifying 

him or her that they must attend after school Homework Completion the same day. Students notify their parents to en-

sure proper communication. 

 

Homework Completion begins at 3:35 and ends at 4:30 pm.  Students arrive, sign in, and then immediately begin to work on 

the homework that was due that day.  The homework is turned in to the staff members who run the program and then the 

work is returned to the appropriate teacher for grading. 

 

Early data revels that students are turning in their homework at a much higher rate than last year. So far only 5% of Jun-

ior School students are not turning in their work on a daily basis. Additionally, only 4% of the student body has had to re-

turn to Homework Completion more than once. 

 

Bottom line, the work teachers assign to students needs to be meaningful and teachers need homework returned in a timely 

fashion. This allows teachers enough time to provide necessary follow-up instructions. Homework 

Completion should continue to enhance the learning of the Junior School student body. 

 

Tami Charest, Special Education Department Chair, added "I wholeheartedly support the Homework 

Completion program for all students.  The students in special education benefit by not getting behind 

in their work, but most importantly, they learn the lifelong value of doing what is expected of them in 

the required timeframe and this prepares them for high school and for employment.” 

Homework Completion at the Junior School 

by Dr. Cordell Jones, JS Principal 

 

"The only cure for autism is acceptance."  

             -- Meggan Leonard’s father 

Tami Charest 

Dr. Jones 
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The 2014-2015 school year has started off with great energy, eager  students, and fabulous endeavors, 

and great change. Last spring the Alamo Heights board of trustees approved a campus request to add 

one additional staff member to the special education department. The number of students receiving 

special education services has grown at the High School in record numbers, and additional support was 

needed.  Monica Rodridguez, special education department chair, reflected, “I guess that the word is 

out…Alamo Heights really is the place to be!” 

 

In order to meet the high standards of student engagement and transition planning that special educa-

tion teachers, parents, and students develop together, an additional Student Support Team and Life 

Skills classroom was added. Mrs. Kari Butts, a passionate teacher who has been at AHHS for approxi-

mately 10 years, guides young and lively 9th and 10th grade students through the early transition years 

from Junior School to High School.  

 

In tandem, Mrs. Erika Guerrero accepted a new role, teaching 11th and 12th grade students in the Stu-

dent Support Team and Life Skills classroom. Erika previously worked in Austin ISD, developing a suc-

cessful work based learning classroom that is still in practice. Erika is committed to helping students 

grow into respectful young adults. “You don’t want to tell her that one of her students cannot do a job, 

because she will find a way to adapt that setting and make it an opportunity for employment!” comment-

ed Monica. 

HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS By Monica Rodriguez edited by Tracy Maxwell 

“Universities are renowned for their tolerance of   

unusual characters, especially if they show originali-

ty and dedication to their research. I have often 

made the comment that not only are universities a 

'cathedral' for worship of knowledge, they are also 

'sheltered workshops' for the socially challenged.”  

—Tony Attwood, The Complete Guide to Asperger's 
Syndrome 
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John Villalobos, new teacher for the High School, has worked in special education for three 

years. He holds four certifications for special education including social studies composite, 

history grades 8-12, and physical education. He started his career as an Instructional As-

sistant for Northside ISD, then transferred to AHHS. Next he spent a year running the behavior unit at 

Clark High School. This year he returned to AHHS as the new ACE Teacher and Autism Specialist. 

 

A San Antonio native, John graduated from the Business Careers High School in Northside ISD and from 

St. Mary’s University in 2011. He knew he wanted to work with students with special needs when he worked 

as a volunteer for CYO, the local Catholic Youth Organization. John coached soccer and as he watched the 

children with special challenges playing, he noticed they seemed to be having the most fun out on the field. 

When he saw the joy he helped create through coaching, he knew he wanted to make a difference in the 

lives of kids with special needs. 

 

As a teacher and case manager, John helps students create positive relationships with their peers. He 

coaches them, demonstrating how to make appropriate decisions during stressful situations. As case manag-

er to students on the autism spectrum, he creates a routine and a relationship with each of the students, so 

when behavior escalation occurs, staff can effectively deescalate and create a learning experience from any 

situation. 

 

John loves witnessing the strengths of all of his students. “They each have areas of need, but they also have 

some amazing talents. Anything they put their minds to, they can achieve.” When he witnesses the “light 

bulb” turn on for one of his students, it is truly a rewarding experience. 

 

John encourages parents to keep in contact with him regarding situations of concern. He is frequently avail-

able by phone or through email Jvillalobos@ahisd.net and he can quickly respond to help his students as 

needed. John believes that effective communication between parents and teachers helps his students reach 

their potential. 

 

Soccer is a passionate hobby of John’s. He is a collegiate and professional soccer referee for the National 

Intercollegiate Soccer Officials Association (NISOA) and the United States Soccer Federation (USSF). He 

has had the privilege to travel around the country to referee different conferences such as the Big 12, Con-

ference USA, Southland, SEC and various national youth tournaments. He loves the game of soccer, and dur-

ing the fall if he is not on campus, he is usually on his way to some sort of soccer match. When he is not at 

the soccer fields, he enjoys fishing and spending time on the river.  

 

“I look forward to working with your child throughout this school year. Thank you for all you do for Alamo 

Heights High School.” 

Meet John Villalobos AHHS Autism Support Teacher 
By Tracy Maxwell 

John  Villalobos 

mailto:Jvillalobos@ahisd.net


14  

 

 

 



15  

 

ALAMO HEIGHTS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

PARENTS AS PARTNERS PRESENTS 

 

Transition…what is it 
Why are we talking about the future so early??!! 

 

November 11, 2014 @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

Join Monica Rodriguez, district transition coordinator, as 

she provides information about the transition services and 

activities that are needed for your child to transition into 

life after high school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child Care Provided: 

Please RSVP for your child by emailing Tracy Maxwell at tmaxwell@ahisd.net or 

calling (210) 829-1535. 

 

This is an important topic for ALL Alamo Heights students who receive spe-
cial education services! 

Location:   

Howard Early Childhood Center 

mailto:tmaxwell@ahisd.net
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Save the Date!  

  

Registration  

information will 
be available in 
January 2015!  

Check out 
www.esc20.net/ 

tappestry  

for updated  

information.  

If you have any 
questions, please 
call (210) 370-
5466.  

 

  

February 21, 2015  

  

Cost: $25 per couple includes lunch and materials (limited 
scholarships available)  

Location: Education Service Center, Region 20; 1314 Hines Avenue; San 

Antonio, TX 78208  

Time: 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.  

Breakout session topics range from early childhood to plan-
ning for life after high school. Breakout session topics cover a 
variety of disabilities and ages.  

Over 40+ exhibitors will be on site  

Keynote Speaker:  Lori Benson Adams 
Lori Benson Adams, M.Ed., has extensive experience helping children with learning, emotional, and behav-
ioral challenges. Lori’s 30 year career has included years in the field of early intervention, as well as teaching 
students in public, private and home school settings. For the past ten years Lori served as a private educa-
tional intervention specialist, and is still sharing her tremendous passion for teaching with families and pro-
fessionals today. Lori contracts with a variety of local schools, providing ongoing assistance for children with 
special needs.  

Lori is also a highly sought after national speaker. Her topics include teach-ing highly visual learners, improv-
ing executive functioning skills in children and teens, and using play as a therapeutic intervention for social 
and learn-ing skills.  

Lori is the proud mother of three young adult sons, one of whom has signifi-cant learning and medical chal-
lenges. She draws from her professional and personal experiences, bringing a unique mix of humor and 
practical strategies to her work.  


